
Using what you have learned about car insurance, find a newspaper
automobile listing (in either the advertisements or in the classifieds) that
you think would qualify for lower insurance rates. Also find a car that you
think would be more expensive to insure. Estimate the differences and then
use the Internet to check your answers. Experiment with variables like age
and driving record to see how they affect insurance rates. List the best
auto deals for insurance. Finally, consult newspaper ads,
the Internet and other sources to learn how things like
sound systems, wheels and upgraded interior
materials (like leather) affect auto purchase prices
and auto insurance quotes.

Junior Achievement is the
world’s largest
organization dedicated to

teaching students about
entrepreneurship, work
readiness and financial
literacy through programs that
are often taught by local
businessmen and women.

Each activity is tailored to
different age groups. Here are
just a few of the activities JA
students love doing.

Elementary school

JA material reaches the
youngest learners though
programs like Our Region. In
one activity, students come to
understand the relationship
between natural, human and
capital resources by using little
green erasers to learn about
resources like rubber and steel
that are needed to build cars.

Middle school

JA Economics for Success
explores personal finance and

students’ education and career
options based on their skills,
interests and values. It also
demonstrates the economic
benefits of staying in school. For
instance, students use Savvy
Shopper Cards to decide
whether to pay cash, use credit
or pass on making a purchase.

High school

Studentsareintroducedtothe
worldofworkthroughactivities
likerole-playingdesignedto
developeffectivespeakingand
listeningskills,developing
solutionstopotentialworkplace
conflictsandparticipatingin
mockinterviews.Theactivity
JABeEntrepreneurial
challengesstudentstostartan
entrepreneurialventurewhile
still inhighschoolandinvites
themtolistentopodcastson
www.ja.org.

To learn more about JA or to
bring JA to your school, contact
Gail Whitney at 898-6385 or
gwhitney@jawesternpa.org.

JA programs aim
to excite students

NIEInvest in your future

Assoonasyoubecomeamotorist,youmust
also become a car insurance policy holder.
Becausenotonlyisittheresponsiblethingto
do—it’salsothelaw.First,afewtermsyou’ll
need to know before you shop around:
▀Insurancepolicy.Acontractbetweenyou

and an insurance company that details what
thecompanywillcover,whatyouarerespon-
sible for and what each side will pay in the
event of an accident or other damage.
▀Premium.Theamountyoupayforcover-

agethat’sassessedmonthly,quarterly,semi-
annually or annually.
▀Coverage limit. Maximum amount of

money the company will pay on a claim.
▀Deductible. How much money you need

to pay out of pocket before coverage kicks
in.

Also be aware of the many types of cov-
erage you can have under a car insurance
policy:
▀Bodily injury and property damage.

Bodily injury will include a coverage limit
for one person and for all affected persons;
propertyincludesdamagetosomeoneelse’s
car as well as structures like light posts and
fences.
▀Medical payments. Covers bodily injury

expenses for you and your passengers re-
gardless of whether you or another motor-
ist are at fault.
▀Collision. Covers damage to your ve-

hicle.
▀Comprehensive. Covers all other types

of vehicular damage (vandalism, break-ins,
fire, etc.).
▀Uninsured or underinsured motorist.

Coversyourlostwagesandmedicalexpenses
if you are in an accident with someone who
lacks any or enough auto insurance. It will
also cover you in a hit-and-run accident.

Pennsylvania’s minimum insurance re-
quirementsare$15,000foraninjuryordeath
to one person in a single accident, $30,000
for injuries or deaths to multiple people in
a single accident and $5,000 for property
damage. You’ll probably want to buy more
coverage than that, especially if you have
assets like a house, savings or investments;
havingtoolittlecoverageisaninvitationfor
enterprising personal injury lawyers to go
after your treasures in the event a claim is
filed against you.

Thetwowaystoshopforcarinsuranceare
throughanagentorbydirectlycontactingan
insurance company (if you’re a teen, simply
ask your parents to add you to their policy).

Always shop around for a deal. Visit in-
surancecomparisonsiteslikewww.compari-
sonmarket.com,www.edmunds.comorwww.
insweb.com; try changing coverage limits
and deductibles to lower the premium.

Then ask about the many other discounts
you may be eligible for to bring that premi-
umdownevenmore.Youmaybeabletosnag
a discount for having a high G.P.A., passing
a driver’s education class, driving less than
the average person and insuring all your
family’s cars with one company (there are
discounts for insuring multiple vehicles on
one policy).

It’salsoagoodideatocheckoutJ.D.Power
and Associates’ consumer satisfaction sur-

veysofautoinsurancecompaniesandStan-
dard&Poor’sassessmentofhowfinancially
sound the auto insurance companies are.

Never let your car insurance lapse, as
manycompanieswillrefusetoevengiveyou
aquoteifyouroldpolicyexpiresbeforeyou
start shopping for a new one.

Whenyousignthedottedlineonyournew
policy, cancel your old policy if necessary
and make sure to carry proof of insurance
every time you drive. And also make sure to
keep a copy at home!

A M A N D A P R I S C H A K , Newspaper in
Education coordinator, can be reached at
870-1611 or by e-mail.

Car insurance policy a must
By AMANDA PRISCHAK
nie@timesnews.com

www.teachmeaboutmoney.org
www.eriefcu.org/savings/financial-literacy

www.unitedwayerie.org/financial-stability
www.goerie.com/nie

www.erie.ja.org
www.eriebc.edu

Check out these Web sites to learn more:

©ISTOCKPHOTO.COM

If you’re motorist, you must also be car insurance policy holder.

 It’s the law to have state minimum insurance coverage on any vehicle you drive. But it is a
good idea to get more coverage than the state-mandated minimum to protect any assets
like a house or savings that you may have.

 Always shop around for a deal by visiting insurance comparison sites like www.
comparisonmarket.com, www.edmunds.com or www.insweb.com; try changing coverage
limits and deductibles to lower the premium.

 Inquire about potential discounts such as having a high G.P.A., passing a driver’s
education class or driving less than the average person.

 To lower the price of your car insurance policy, experiment with changing how much
coverage you want and how much deductible you are able and willing to pay.

 Never let your car insurance lapse, as many companies will refuse to even give you a
quote if your old policy expires before you start shopping for a new one.

Key Points

Name: Garret Tadda
Occupation: I am the Financial Literacy and

Community Outreach Coordinator at the Erie
Federal Credit Union.

Typical day: The Erie Federal Credit Union is a
strong supporter of the Erie community, and one
of the key ways that we try to better it is to teach
financial lessons to people of all ages. I organize
the events that we do in the community. I get
fellow employees to attend them and to ensure

that everyone has what they need to teach the lessons and to talk
to people about the Erie Federal Credit Union.

Favorite part of job: I like working with people, and my job gives me
the opportunity to work with many different groups. Sometimes I
am talking to kindergarten students about what money is while
other times I am speaking to a group of adults. To succeed in this
job, a person needs to be outgoing, flexible and organized.

Education: I obtained a bachelor’s degree in foreign languages
and international business from Gannon University and a master’s
in business administration from the University of Phoenix online.

CAREER CORNER

Garret Tadda

PNC profit rises despite
growing loan losses

NEW YORK — PNC
Financial Services Group said
Thursday its profit grew
sharply during the third
quarter, even though it
continues to see loan losses
pile up.

Like nearly all banks,
Pittsburgh-based PNC is facing
mounting loan losses as
consumers struggle to repay
debt. PNC set aside $914
million during the third
quarter to cover faulty loans.

Rising interest and fee
income because of its
acquisition in late 2008 of
National City, and expense
controls more than offset the
loan losses.

PNC said earnings available
to common shareholders
totaled $467 million, or $1 per

share, in the three months
ended Sept. 30.

The bank also paid out $95
million in dividends on the $7.6
billion it received last fall as
part of the government’s
Troubled Asset Relief
Program.

It earned $248 million, or 70
cents a share, a year ago.

Analysts polled by Thomson
Reuters forecast earnings for
the latest period of 31 cents per
share. They typically exclude
one-time items from their
estimates.

US Airways posts loss,
says economy improving

US Airways, one of three
airlines to serve Erie
International Airport, is
joining formation with the
other big carriers in reporting
a third-quarter loss.

The carrier lost $80 million
as revenue fell 16.6 percent
from the same period in 2008.
However, the loss was smaller
than analysts expected. US
Airways was hurt by a $50
million loss on fuel hedges.

Businesses have put air
travel on hold, prompting
carriers to lower fares. That has
kept seats full but hurt revenue.

... and from
around
the world

British postal workers
begin 48-hour walkout

LONDON — Britain’s mail
service ground to a halt

Thursday after tens of
thousands of postal workers
walked off the job in a 48-hour
national strike.

Rolling walkouts that began
over the summer have
contributed to a backlog of
about 5 million packages and
letters, according to Royal Mail
spokesman David Simpson.

Workers began the strikes
over better pay and job
protection against a plan to
modernize equipment that they
say will result in job losses.

— from wire reports

News from
across the
nation…

Commodities
Crude Oil (bbl) 81.19 81.37 -0.22 +82.0
Ethanol (gal) 1.99 1.98 +0.35 +22.7
Heating Oil (gal) 2.09 2.10 -0.51 +48.6
Natural Gas (mm btu) 4.95 5.10 -3.00 -12.0
Unleaded Gas (gal) 2.04 2.05 -0.49 +102.4

FUELS CLOSE PVS. %CH. %YTD

Gold (oz) 1057.80 1063.70 -0.55 +19.7
Silver (oz) 17.53 17.81 -1.57 +55.6
Platinum (oz) 1363.60 1368.10 -0.33 +45.7
Copper (lb) 2.99 3.03 -1.27 +113.4
Palladium (oz) 339.10 340.85 -0.51 +79.7

METALS CLOSE PVS. %CH. %YTD

Cattle (lb) 0.86 0.87 -0.75 +2.3
Coffee (lb) 1.44 1.45 -0.45 +28.3
Corn (bu) 4.03 3.98 +1.32 -0.9
Cotton (lb) 0.69 0.69 +0.25 +39.9
Lumber (1,000 bd ft) 174.50 174.90 -0.23 +3.0
Orange Juice (lb) 1.14 1.17 -2.91 +64.6
Soybeans (bu) 10.06 10.09 -0.30 +3.5
Wheat (bu) 5.52 5.43 +1.71 -9.7

AGRICULTURE CLOSE PVS. %CH. %YTD

USD per British Pound 1.6624 -.0007 -.04% 1.4506 1.6337
Canadian Dollar 1.0486 +.0095 +.91% 1.2365 1.2521
USD per Euro 1.5026 -.0010 -.07% 1.3017 1.2866
Japanese Yen 91.29 +.23 +.25% 98.13 97.97
Mexican Peso 12.9469 +.0439 +.34% 13.1791 13.7005

MAJORS CLOSE PVS. %CH. 6MO. 1YR.

Israeli Shekel 3.6910 -.0000 -.00% 4.2445 3.8716
Norwegian Krone 5.5320 -.0026 -.05% 6.7100 7.2010
South African Rand 7.3964 +.0169 +.23% 8.8688 11.7275
Swedish Krona 6.8027 -.0279 -.41% 8.4104 7.8309
Swiss Franc 1.0048 +.0001 +.01% 1.1643 1.1599

EUROPE/AFRICA/MIDDLE EAST

Australian Dollar 1.0790 +.0050 +.46% 1.4069 1.4872
Chinese Yuan 6.8300 +.0016 +.02% 6.8308 6.8376
Hong Kong Dollar 7.7500 -.0000 -.00% 7.7503 7.7529
Indian Rupee 46.555 +.056 +.12% 50.226 49.310
Singapore Dollar 1.3940 +.0053 +.38% 1.5055 1.4999
South Korean Won 1180.00 -1.00 -.08% 1345.30 1361.80
Taiwan Dollar 32.42 +.04 +.12% 33.85 32.96

ASIA/PACIFIC

Foreign
Exchange

Oil prices slipped
as the dollar
gained against
other currencies.
Crude is bought
and sold in dol-
lars, so when the
buck rises, it's
more expensive
for overseas in-
vestors to buy
crude.

The wobbly
U.S. dollar
gained slightly
against other
currencies, but
many analysts
predict the
greenback will
weaken as in-
vestors contin-
ue moving into
riskier assets.

DOW
10,081.31 +131.95NASDAQ

2,165.29 +14.56S&P 500
1,092.91 +11.51 30-YR T-BONDS
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NYSE NASD

DOW 10105.19 9916.78 10081.31 +131.95 +1.33% s s s +14.87%
DOW Trans. 3948.56 3861.29 3942.68 +1.75 +0.04% t s s +11.46%
DOW Util. 383.77 379.37 383.68 +1.25 +0.33% s s s +3.48%
NYSE Comp. 7196.08 7051.21 7182.91 +75.70 +1.07% t s s +24.77%
NASDAQ 2169.17 2130.70 2165.29 +14.56 +0.68% t s s +37.30%
S&P 500 1095.21 1074.31 1092.91 +11.51 +1.06% t s s +21.00%
S&P 400 712.81 695.31 710.80 +9.37 +1.34% t s s +32.05%
Wilshire 5000 11320.28 11096.34 11297.81 +113.18 +1.01% t s s +24.33%
Russell 2000 615.13 598.46 613.38 +8.27 +1.37% t s s +22.81%

HIGH LOW CLOSE CHG. %CHG. WK MO QTR YTDStocksRecap

PIMCO TotRetIs $107 PTTRX CI +0.3 +0.8 +18.0 +6.8
American Funds GrthAmA m 63 AGTHX LG -0.3 +2.1 +31.1 +4.4
American Funds CapIncBuA m 57 CAIBX IH +0.4 +1.4 +23.5 +5.1
American Funds CpWldGrIA m 55 CWGIX WS +0.2 +2.9 +40.1 +8.4
Fidelity Contra 53 FCNTX LG +0.2 +2.9 +25.3 +6.1
Vanguard TotStIdx 53 VTSMX LB -0.5 +1.7 +27.0 +2.7
American Funds IncAmerA m 47 AMECX MA +0.5 +2.4 +24.2 +3.7
American Funds InvCoAmA m 47 AIVSX LB +0.1 +2.2 +25.2 +2.8
Vanguard 500Inv 46 VFINX LB -0.3 +2.1 +25.2 +2.0
Vanguard InstIdx 41 VINIX LB -0.3 +2.1 +25.3 +2.1
American Funds EurPacGrA m 40 AEPGX FB +0.2 +3.1 +51.3 +10.4
Dodge & Cox Stock 39 DODGX LV -0.7 +0.5 +30.1 +1.6
American Funds WAMutInvA m 37 AWSHX LV +0.4 +2.9 +18.4 +1.3
Dodge & Cox IntlStk 35 DODFX FV -0.8 +3.7 +56.7 +8.9
American Funds NewPerspA m 31 ANWPX WS +0.2 +2.5 +41.6 +7.8
Fidelity DivrIntl d 31 FDIVX FG -0.1 +2.3 +39.8 +6.4
American Funds FnInvA m 29 ANCFX LB +0.1 +2.6 +32.9 +5.6
American Funds BalA m 28 ABALX MA +0.4 +2.1 +19.8 +3.0
PIMCO TotRetAdm b 28 PTRAX CI +0.3 +0.8 +17.7 +6.5
FrankTemp-Franklin Income A m 27 FKINX CA +0.5 +2.2 +33.9 +4.2

American Funds BondA m 27 ABNDX CI +0.4 +1.1 +14.7 +2.5
Fidelity GrowCo 27 FDGRX LG -0.5 +1.5 +34.7 +6.1
Vanguard Welltn 27 VWELX MA +0.3 +2.1 +28.9 +6.0
Vanguard 500Adml 26 VFIAX LB -0.3 +2.1 +25.3 +2.1
Vanguard TotStIAdm 25 VTSAX LB -0.4 +1.7 +27.1 +2.8
Vanguard TotIntl 24 VGTSX FB 0.0 +3.0 +50.3 +8.2
Vanguard InstPlus 24 VIIIX LB -0.3 +2.1 +25.3 +2.1
Fidelity LowPriStk d 23 FLPSX MB -0.4 +1.2 +42.8 +5.6
Fidelity Magellan 22 FMAGX LG -0.9 -0.3 +39.1 +0.9
PIMCO TotRetA m 21 PTTAX CI +0.3 +0.7 +17.5 +6.3
Vanguard WndsrII 21 VWNFX LV 0.0 +2.3 +26.4 +2.5
Harbor IntlInstl d 20 HAINX FB +0.3 +3.5 +48.7 +11.5
Fidelity Free2020 19 FFFDX TE -0.2 +1.6 +27.4 +4.1
Davis NYVentA m 19 NYVTX LB -0.1 +2.0 +27.7 +2.8
Vanguard TotBdId 19 VBMFX CI +0.3 +0.6 +11.1 +4.9
Vanguard GNMAAdml 18 VFIJX GI +0.1 +0.6 +8.4 +5.6
Vanguard MuIntAdml 18 VWIUX MI +0.1 -1.6 +12.1 +3.8
Vanguard WelltnAdm 18 VWENX MA +0.3 +2.1 +29.0 +6.1
Fidelity EqInc 17 FEQIX LV -0.4 +2.1 +32.2 +1.6
Dodge & Cox Income 17 DODIX CI +0.5 +0.9 +20.7 +5.3

40BiggestFunds
ASSETS PCT RETURN

FUND (in billions) TICKER CAT 1WK 1MO 1YR 5YRS*
ASSETS PCT RETURN

FUND (in billions) TICKER CAT 1WK 1MO 1YR 5YRS*

LocalStocks
YTD

Name Last Chg %Chg
YTD

Name Last Chg %Chg
AFLAC 45.68 +.86 -.3
AT&T Inc 26.10 +.16 -8.4
Alcoa 14.04 +.22 +24.7
Allstate 32.21 +1.30 -1.7
AlpGlbDD 10.10 +.08 +42.9
AlpGPPrp 6.47 +.18 +63.8
AmExp 36.44 +1.34 +96.4
Amerigas 37.96 +.07 +34.9
AquaAm 16.08 ... -21.9
BP PLC 56.64 +.22 +21.2
BkofAm 16.52 +.01 +17.3
BkNYMel 29.25 +1.19 +3.2
Barnes 18.32 +.40 +26.3
BestBuy 39.45 +.64 +41.0
BioLase 2.13 +.26 +42.8
BonTon 8.80 +.32 +754.4
BorgWarn 33.18 +.51 +52.4
BostBeer 39.75 +.59 +40.0
BurlNSF 84.62 -.16 +11.8
CNBFnPA 17.52 -.48 +56.6
CSX 45.97 +.51 +41.6
Cabelas 14.35 +.85 +146.1
Carlisle 33.71 +.55 +62.9
CocaCl 54.15 +.08 +19.6
CollctvBrd 21.57 +.86 +84.0
ColonPT 11.29 +.15 +35.5
Comcast 15.52 +.41 -8.1
CtlAir B 13.34 -.39 -26.1
Corning 15.60 +.09 +63.7
DNP Selct 8.92 -.03 +45.1
Daimler 55.72 +.73 +45.6
DeanFds 18.77 +.03 +4.5
DineEquity 22.29 +.23 +92.8
Disney 29.44 +.21 +29.7
DukeEngy 16.19 +.04 +7.9
EmersonEl 40.17 +.68 +9.7
Enerpls g 24.19 +.53 +23.5
ErieInd 37.02 +.45 -1.6
EthanAl 16.55 +.62 +15.2
ExxonMbl 74.44 +1.13 -6.8
FMC Tech 58.79 +.47 +146.7
FNBCp PA 6.80 +.43 -48.5
FPL Grp 53.56 -.34 +6.4
FedExCp 78.96 -.65 +23.1
Ferrellgs 20.87 +.27 +42.4
FifthThird 10.80 +.69 +30.8
FstNiagara 13.29 +.48 -17.8
FirstEngy 46.55 +.09 -4.2
FordM 7.76 -.02 +238.9
GenElec 15.34 -.19 -5.3
Glatfelter 11.10 +.51 +19.4
GlaxoSKln 41.54 -.05 +11.5
Goldcrp g 40.75 -.62 +29.2
Goodyear 17.73 +.38 +197.0
HlthSouth 16.07 -.55 +46.6
Heinz 41.09 +.05 +9.3
HomeDp 26.72 +.40 +16.1
HuntBnk 4.42 +.11 -42.3
Imation 9.63 +.07 -29.0
IBM 122.69 +1.82 +45.8
IntPap 24.38 +.61 +106.6

IntlRectif 20.39 +.43 +51.0
JohnsnCtl 26.96 +.27 +48.5
Kohls 59.87 +2.09 +65.4
LamarAdv 30.16 +.63 +140.1
LincEl 47.24 +.74 -7.2
Lowes 21.17 +.41 -1.6
MTR Gam 2.53 -.16 +50.6
Macys 19.46 +.58 +88.0
MarathonO 34.58 -.15 +26.4
MStewrt 5.88 -.05 +126.2
McDnlds 59.50 +1.17 -4.3
MrcCmp 10.59 +.18 +67.8
Microsoft 26.59 +.01 +36.8
MyersInd 9.70 -.22 +21.3
NatFuGas 48.04 -.42 +53.3
NorflkSo 48.65 +.03 +3.4
NwstBcp 23.49 +.67 +9.9
OwensIll 37.55 +.11 +37.4
PNC 50.65 +5.69 +3.4
PPG 60.68 +1.01 +43.0
PPL Corp 30.88 +.14 +.6
Penney 36.72 +1.59 +86.4
PepsiCo 61.50 -.34 +12.3
PerotSys 29.92 +.02 +118.9
Perrigo 36.38 -.67 +12.6
Pfizer 17.56 +.15 -.8
ProctGam 58.13 +.64 -6.0
ProgsvCp 16.64 +.35 +12.4
Prudentl 51.58 +1.68 +70.5
PSEG 30.90 +.16 +5.9
PulteH 10.44 +.64 -4.5
QstDiag 56.85 +.60 +9.5
RAIT Fin 2.16 +.09 -16.9
RJamesFn 25.79 +1.75 +50.6
RentACt 20.67 +.55 +17.1
RetailVent 7.08 +.54 +104.0
RexStrs 12.87 +.36 +59.5
RiteAid 1.40 -.03 +351.6
SearsHldgs 73.93 +3.74 +90.2
SpecCtl 8.58 +.15 +39.7
StarGas 3.73 -.02 +56.1
Steris 32.08 +.92 +34.3
StewEnt 5.18 +.19 +72.1
SunLfFn g 29.23 +.16 +26.3
Target 49.49 +.59 +43.3
Textron 19.64 +.68 +41.6
Tollgrde 5.93 +.02 +24.1
UBS AG 18.91 +.20 +32.2
UltraPt g 55.70 +.10 +61.4
UPS B 57.10 ... +3.5
VerizonCm 29.02 -.01 -14.4
WalMart 50.48 -.15 -10.0
Walgrn 39.49 +.06 +60.1
WsteMInc 31.48 +.39 -5.0
WtWatch 27.96 +.05 -5.0
WeinRlt 20.86 +.31 +.8
WellsFargo 30.17 +1.27 +2.3
WendyArby 4.43 +.29 -10.3
WestPhm 41.08 +.89 +8.8
WilmTr 15.28 +.95 -31.3
YumBrnds 35.00 +.45 +11.1
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